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North of 95 Points

The savvy wine consumer has of late relied partly, if not completely, on independent reviewers’ scores of  
wines when making important buying decisions. The wine world is so vast,  and there is so much great 
product circulating, that it is confusing, at best, to proceed without guidance. The numerical scoring system 
widely adopted in North America is (ostensibly) a 100 point scale. 

Robert Parker describes what merits stratospheric scores thus: ”96-100: An extraordinary wine of profound 
and complex character displaying all the attributes expected of a classic wine of its variety. Wines of this 
caliber  are  worth  a  special  effort  to  find,  purchase,  and  consume.  90-95:  An  outstanding wine  of 
exceptional  complexity  and  character.  In  short,  these  are  terrific  wines.”  We  salute  these  dedicated 
reviewers who swish and pontificate. We have assembled a multi-country tasting that explores a variety of  
red grape varieties with something special in common – very high ratings from Parker or Wine Spectator. In 
addition, they are harmonious, delicious and do not need extended cellaring to be enjoyed.
 
We start our journey in  Châteauneuf-Du-Pape at Le Vieux Donjon with the stellar 2005 vintage (WS: 95). 
This is the quintessential blended wine with 13 grape varieties allowed in the cépage. Each varietal adds a 
subtlety or layer of complexity to the final wine. This rare candidate was rated 3 rd in the Wine Spectator Top 
100 Wines of 2007 and current reviews suggest that it is drinking very well now, with lots of black cherry and 
spice notes.
 
A skip across the Spanish border to Rioja and we are in the home of the Tempranillo grape. The 2001 
Culmen  Reserva  from  Bodegas  Lan  (WS:  95)  is  their  top  wine  that  is  only  produced  in  harvests  of  
exceptional quality. The estate-grown vines are 40 – 60 years old and produce wines that are richly spicy,  
fruity, powerful and elegant. A slight western detour takes us to the warm region of Toro where Tempranillo 
is richer in flavor and texture. The famous Spanish estate Vega Sicilia has owned the prestigious Bodegas 
Pintia since 1997. These 30-50 year old vineyards produce rich dense wines that are utterly delicious. We'll  
taste the 2004 (RP: 95).

(over...)

As always with our tastings, this event will be strictly non-smoking, and we request your cooperation in not wearing 
any scented after-shave or perfume.

Date:  Wednesday, March 9, 2011  North York Memorial Community Hall
Time:  6:30 p.m. 5110 Yonge St. (under library)
Limit: 122 people North York Centre Subway

Cancellations accepted up to March 4, 2011 — David Hutchison (416-690-0281  evenings).  No reservations by phone, 
please. No confirmations will be issued — you will be contacted only if we are sold out. First come basis. Non-members may 
attend at guest rates, but preference will be given to members.

You can register online using a credit card at www.winetasters.ca, or send in this form with a cheque.

____________________________________Tear and Enclose__________________________________________

Cheque payable to:
       Winetasters Society of Toronto
       c/o Dave Hutchison
       270 Glen Manor Drive West
       Toronto, Ontario
       M4E 2Y2

Cheque Enclosed for: North of 95 Points

 Yes, I wish to sit at a New Members Table
   with an expert to answer my questions.

Names:  ______________________________
      ______________________________
      ______________________________
      ______________________________

 Phone:  (____)___________W (____)__________
 

_____ Members @ 52.00 each  ______ 
_____   Guests @ 63.00 each ______ 

Total _______ 

http://www.winetasters.ca/


Our European tour leaves Toro for the Douro River valley of Portugal where the Touriga National grape is 
the top varietal. The 2004 Quinta do Vale Meão (WS: 97) is made from fruit from the same vineyards that  
produced the legendary Barca Velha wines. Described as having liqueur-like fruit notes with a chocolatey 
edge, this wine is sure to be exciting. The award for most varietals in a wine must surely go to the 2005 Old 
Vines Reserva from Quinta do Crasto (WS: 96) in the Douro valley. This field blend has 25-30 varieties in  
each wine that are specially selected from 70-year-old vineyards. Expect complex brown spice and black 
fruit aromas and flavours.
 
Escaping Europe, we head straight to Chile for the 2005  Clos Apalta (WS: 96), a Carmenere, Cabernet, 
Merlot blend. This wine is the top expression of winemaking at Casa Lapostolle.  It is produced infrequently,  
using only the best fruit from the Apalta vineyard of 60-100 year old vines. It was named Wine Spectator’s 
number one wine for 2008. Intense dried black fruit flavours are balanced by vanilla cocoa overtones in this  
rare wine.
 
The last leg of our journey lands us in Australia for a pair of 2005 Shiraz delights. Massena winery in the 
Barossa Valley  produces the opulent  and rich Eleventh Hour Shiraz (RP;  96)  (so named because the 
vineyard  got  a  bulldozer  reprieve  at  the  11 th hour)  from 60-90 year  old  vineyards.  Oliverhill  Winery  in 
McLaren Vale produces one of South Australia’s greatest wines from 40-year-old vineyards - The Jimmy 
Section Shiraz (RP: 96), which exhibits huge concentration, rich jammy fruit and great balance. 
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