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Half-Century Old 
Vintage Ports  

If there is any advantage at all to the end of summer (such as it was) and the advent of cooler weather, 
it is that it means our thoughts can turn once again to “winter” wines such as vintage port. Our club has 
a large collection of vintage ports and we are going to dip into them for our October event. 

The best ports from the best years need a long cellaring to mature and then can hold up for many 
years. Or that is the theory, a theory we can put to the test. A search through the internet illustrates the 
staying power of these wines. Checking scores at Wine Enthusiast, Cellar Tracker and others gives 
aggregate scores in the 90s (out of 100) for most of them. I should emphasize that in 2011 Jancis 
Robinson gave the '63 Cockburn 19.5/20.
   
The scores should not be a surprise since we are to be tasting from the best houses and from fine  
vintages. Decanter magazine calls the1963 vintage “a classic”;  1966 “perhaps the most underrated 
vintage of the century”; whilst 1970 is “a fine vintage continuing to show its promise”. Only 1967 was 
not widely declared except by a few of the better houses. Tasting notes from private blogs are very 
encouraging.

- 1960 Dow ((Liverpool bottling)
- 1966 Dow  
- 1970 Dow   
- 1963 Cockburn    
- 1967 Cockburn     
- 1970 Cockburn     
- 1966 Taylor  
- 1970 Taylor    

We expect this to be a very popular event and hope to see you there.

As always with our tastings, this event will be strictly non-smoking, and we request your cooperation in not wearing 
any scented after-shave or perfume.  Using public transit is strongly encouraged.
Date:  Wednesday, Oct.  8, 2014 North York Memorial Community Hall
Time:  6:30 p.m. 5110 Yonge St. (under library)
Limit:  78 people North York Centre Subway

Cancellations accepted up to Oct. 3, 2014 — David Hutchison (416-690-0281 evenings). No reservations by phone, please. 
No confirmations will be issued — you will be contacted only if we are sold out.  First come basis. Non-members may attend at 
guest rates, but preference will be given to members.

You can register online using a credit card at www.winetasters.ca, or send in this form with a cheque.

____________________________________Tear and Enclose__________________________________________

Cheque payable to:
              Winetasters Society of Toronto
              c/o David Hutchison
              270 Glen Manor Drive West
              Toronto, Ontario
              M4E 2Y2

Cheque Enclosed for:   Port

  Yes, I wish to sit at a New Members Table
      with an expert to answer my questions.

Names:   ______________________________
           ______________________________
           ______________________________
           ______________________________

 Phone:   H  (____)___________
              W (____)  __________
  

_____ Members  @ $77.00 each  (incl. HST) ______ 

_____ Guests  @  $92.00 each (incl. HST)  ______ 

Total _______ 

http://www.winetasters.ca/



